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Foreigners, including pregnant women, turned away from Gauteng hospitals:

Doctors Without Borders

IOL | 26 August 2022 

International humanitarian medical group, Doctors Without Borders (Médecins Sans Frontières or MSF)

says several foreign nationals have been turned away from public hospitals in Tshwane by activists in

what the non-governmental organisation called an intensifying xenophobic climate and politicisation of

health care. MSF said ongoing “xenophobic protests” outside the Kalafong Provincial Tertiary Hospital

were preventing patients, including migrants, from accessing the facility. “These actions must be rejected

and should trigger urgent action by health authorities and leaders to protect access to healthcare for all,”

MSF in South Africa said.

 

Regional initiative to speed up progress on ending preventable maternal and

newborn deaths in East and Southern Africa

Reliefweb | 26 August 2022 

Women in East and Southern Africa still die during pregnancy and childbirth due to preventable causes,
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said Dr. Brian Chirombo, WHO Rwanda Representative, at a high-level meeting to track progress on

ending preventable maternal and newborn deaths. High-impact interventions are needed “to ensure the

provision of quality maternal and newborn health care, from pre-pregnancy, antenatal, labour and delivery,

as well as postpartum and neonatal periods,” he said. Significant progress has been made in improving

the survival and health of pregnant women and newborns in the East and Southern Africa region. For

instance, the maternal mortality ratio (MMR, or number of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births)

dropped by 49 per cent between 2000 and 2017. However, the MMR remains well above the global

average, and the current pace of reduction is not enough to achieve the SDG targets by 2030.

 

Aids 2022 – the latest on long-acting HIV prevention and treatment

The Conversation | 26 August 2022 

Advances in long-acting formulations of antiretroviral medicines were one of the most exciting areas of

HIV research showcased at the recent  International Aids Conference  in Montreal, Canada. The only

long-acting antiretroviral product approved so far in South Africa is a vaginal ring used for HIV prevention.

The ring contains the drug dapivirine and provides protection for one month. An HIV prevention injection

administered every two months is expected to be green-lighted soon. Such use of antiretrovirals to

prevent HIV infection is referred to as pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP). PrEP in the form of pills (oral

PrEP) is already available in the public sector in South Africa.

 

Empowering rural communities about period poverty
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People's Post | 30 August 2022 

University of Cape Town (UCT) master's student Sharifa Negesa uses her vacations to go back home to

Uganda to join a travelling cast of Girls Alive Uganda volunteers. They visit remote schools to teach

menstrual hygiene and how to make reusable, sustainable sanitary pads with basic materials. The Girls

Alive Uganda initiative is empowering in poor, rural communities where young women face “period

poverty”. A lack of resources and access to clean water, coupled with cultural and social taboos around

menstruation, reduce them to using unhygienic absorbent material – anything from newspaper to grass

and even cow dung.

 

Strengthened surveillance and prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV,

syphilis and hepatitis B towards triple elimination by 2030

WHO | 30 August 2022

Surveillance of HIV and sexually transmitted infections (STIs) in key populations has been implemented in

Indonesia since 2009. Trends in HIV and syphilis prevalence in key populations consisting of female sex

workers (FSW), men who have sex with men (MSM), transgenders, people who inject drugs (PWID),

correctional inmates and FSW customers, can be monitored through this data.

SSP: Contraceptive stockouts taking its toll across SA

Health-e News | 31 August 2022

Active pharmaceutical ingredient shortages, production delays, and quality control issues are some of the

reasons for a shortage of contraceptives between April and June this year. The Health Department

revealed this in its response to the release of the latest Stop Stockouts Project (SSP) survey.
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The latest SSP survey in public health facilities found that female contraceptives, especially injectables,

were most often unavailable.

 

Successfully expanding the rollout of PrEP in Indonesia

UNAIDS | 1 September 2022

While the number of new HIV infections in Indonesia decreased by 3.6% in 2021 to around 27 000, the

country remains one of the countries with the highest number of new infections in the Asia and the Pacific

region. Pre-exposure prophylaxis or PrEP is a medication that is highly effective at preventing HIV

infection so making it available to groups of people most vulnerable is a key priority. “In the past, I

independently searched for information about PrEP because a client asked about it. I am glad there is a

PrEP training that allows me to receive comprehensive information that I can then share with other

people,” said Temmy a community outreach worker who participated in a training course in Bekasi.

Third episode of UNAIDS podcast series 'Against the Odds' released

UNAIDS |1 September 2022

This week we are talking to the extraordinary DeLovie Kwagala, award winning photographer, artist and

fighter for social justice. Identifying as non-binary, DeLovie grew up in Uganda, where they suffered an

abusive childhood and learned about survival the very hard way. DeLovie was kidnapped from school at 7

years old, and grew up in isolation, ignored, rejected and sexually abused. But as they grew up and

struggled to find their identity, DeLovie found a voice through the camera lens, as well as a means of

supporting their young child. After several high-profile assignments, DeLovie was awarded the East

African Photography Award in 2021. Fleeing discrimination in Uganda and narrowly escaping war in South

Sudan, DeLovie's story is truly one of survival 'against the odds' but also one that is surprisingly full of joy

and creativity.
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Over the past 20 years, our unique partnership has invested more than US$53 billion, saving 44 million

lives and reducing the combined death rate from HIV, tuberculosis (TB) and malaria by more than half in

the countries in which the Global Fund invests. For the Seventh Replenishment, the Global Fund needs at

least US$18 billion. This is the minimum required to get the world back on track toward ending HIV, TB

and malaria, to build resilient and sustainable systems for health and strengthen pandemic preparedness,

making the world more equitable and safer from future threats.
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